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National Ethics Advisory Committee meeting minutes

6 December 2012

Present 

Victoria Hinson (chair)

Julian Crane

Nola Dangen

Adriana Gunder

Andrew Hall

Fiona Imlach Gunasekara

Robert Logan

Wayne Miles

Jacob Te Kurapa
Martin Wilkinson
Apologies
Maureen Holdaway
Robin Olds
Secretariat in attendance

Helen Colebrook
Stella Li

Olivia Stapleton

Chris Wilson
Guests in attendance
Michael Ardagh (9.40am – 11.00am)
Brenda Ratcliff (9.00am – 1.00pm) 

Betty-Ann Kelly 

Welcome and introductions

1. The chair welcomed members to the meeting and introduced Dr Wayne Miles, the new health professional member on the Committee, replacing Dr Fa’afetai Sopoaga. 
2. The chair also welcomed, Brenda Ratcliff, the facilitator for NEAC’s session on work programme development and Betty-Ann Kelly, the lead secretariat for the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology (ACART) who was present as an observer.  
Matters arising 

3. The chair noted progress on several matters:
· NEAC has released for limited consultation its draft paper that encourages all parties to consider the ethical principle of ‘do no harm’ when considering industrial action.  The consultation closes on 4 February 2013. 
· The project subcommittee has considered feedback from health care professionals on NEAC’s consultation draft advice on the ethical challenges in advance care planning.  The finalised consultation draft will be circulated to members shortly and the public consultation will be launched in February 2013.

· The chair and Jacob Te Kurapa are working together to address the Minister’s feedback on NEAC’s resource document Māori Research Ethics: An overview prior to publication. 
Member declaration of interests 
4. The following interests were declared by members: 

· Jacob Te Kurapa is a member of the Medical Council of New Zealand.  
· Adriana Gunder is a member of the New Zealand Red Cross National Board.  
· Wayne Miles is a member of the Health and Disability Ethics Committee (HDEC) (Northern A). 
Presentation - ethical issues in the emergency response to the Christchurch earthquakes 
5. Dr Michael Ardagh presented to NEAC about the ethical issues arising as part of the health and disability sector’s emergency response to the Christchurch earthquakes.  
6. Dr Ardagh discussed three ethical issues identified following the emergency response:

· the priorities of health professionals and their duty of care 

· the principle of distributive justice 

· de-emphasise of patient autonomy. 
7. Dr Ardagh discussed the impact of the earthquake response on the priorities of health care professionals and their duty of care.  Emergency department and laboratory staff reported that they felt they owed a greater duty of care compared to others who may have been more removed from the immediate response to the earthquake, such as cleaners and catering staff.  Dr Ardagh noted the strong sense of camaraderie and support in the emergency department and from colleagues outside of the region. 
8. Dr Ardagh also discussed how the emergency response was prepared to initiate a utilitarian approach in the prioritisation of health care delivery but that there was a strong reluctance to enforce a resource constraint approach.  The ethical principle of autonomy also took ‘a back seat’ as overwhelming demand and increased levels of uncertainty (eg, lack of diagnostic testing facilities) promoted reliance on professional judgment and decision-making over informed patient consent processes. 
9. There was significant uncertainty and disruption following the earthquake, such as the need for alternative communication systems, patients arriving by unusual means without pre-hospital care and complete loss of power.  Dr Ardagh accredited the well coordinated response to the earthquake to the hospital’s extensive preparation and planning. 
Work programme development
10. Brenda Ratcliff facilitated a session for NEAC on its work programme development.  Members began by discussing the environmental scan prepared by the secretariat on the future trends, issues and pressures facing New Zealand in the next 10 – 50 years.  Members discussed:
· the ageing population, increasing life expectancy and increasing dependency ratio
· changes to New Zealand’s family structure, such as more one-person households 
· changes to the cultural and ethnic makeup of New Zealand’s population and health sector workforce
· increasing health care costs as a proportion of GDP
· greater emphasis on long-term conditions and increasing prevalence of dementia.
11. Members worked in groups to brainstorm how NEAC could work to address some of these emerging issues as part of NEAC’s 2013/14 and longer-term work programme.  Members identified four ‘issues’ for the secretariat to research and scope for the Committee in 2013: 
· report back in February 2013 on a project exploring the ethical aspects of an alternative recruitment strategy for cancer trials in New Zealand
· report back in April 2013 on ethical issues facing disability support services and its consumers 
· report back in May 2013 on ethical issues in organ allocation
· report back in June 2013 on ethical issues in dementia care. 
12. Members agreed to consider the report back on these four ‘issues’ and to make a decision about the two issues they would like to take forward as formal projects; with a view to commencing one project in 2013 and a second in 2014.  The secretariat will continue to maintain a watching brief on the issues not identified for a particular project. 
Action
· Secretariat to report back to the Committee on the four ‘issues’ identified above throughout 2013. 
End of Life Choice Bill

13. Members noted the update on the End of Life Choice Bill and its current status.
Treaty of Waitangi principles 

14. A paper exploring how the Treaty of Waitangi principles might apply to NEAC in undertaking its statutory functions will be considered at the NEAC February 2013 meeting.

Chair’s and secretariat reports 

15. The chair updated members about her recent meeting with the Deputy-Director General for policy at the Ministry of Health.  The chair also announced the resignation of Dr Robin Olds as the Health Research Council nominee, and also deputy chair, on NEAC.  It was noted that Martin Wilkinson has accepted the role of deputy chair.

16. Members and secretariat updated the Committee on attendance at recent meetings and events to promote NEAC and its work.  These included:

· professional development days for institutional ethics committees in Wellington and Auckland on 19 November 2012 (Robin Olds, Robert Logan, Julian Crane, Olivia Stapleton and Helen Colebrook)

· HDEC (Southern) meeting on 27 November 2012 (Andrew Hall) and HDEC (Central) meeting on 15 October 2012 (Robert Logan and Helen Colebrook).

· meeting of HDEC chairs on 30 November 2012 (Robert Logan, Julian Crane and Helen Colebrook)

· meeting with the Medical Council of New Zealand chair and chief executive on 29 November 2012 (Robert Logan, Julian Crane, Fiona Imlach Gunasekara and Olivia Stapleton)

· meeting with Waitemata DHB clinical ethics committee representative (Olivia Stapleton). 
Action
· Secretariat to invite representatives of the Medical Council of New Zealand to a future NEAC meeting.

In committee 

17. Members held an in committee session. 

Correspondence 

18. Members noted the correspondence sent by the secretariat on behalf of the Committee and the correspondence received by NEAC.  The latter included a request for clarification about NEAC’s advice on compensation for injury in its Ethical Guidelines for Intervention Studies. 
Action
· Secretariat to organise a meeting with Medicines New Zealand in early 2013 to discuss wider issues about ACC-equivalent compensation for injury suffered as a result of treatment provided as part of an intervention study. 
NEAC meeting dates for 2013

19. Members agreed to revise the meeting dates for 2013 so that meetings and teleconferences will take place on the first Tuesday of every month starting in February 2013.  It was also agreed that the June 2013 meeting would be held in Auckland.   

Actions
· Secretariat to seek agreement on the proposed 2013 meeting dates from absent members and to confirm the finalised dates.

· Secretariat to amend venue bookings for 2013.
Minutes of 11 October 2012 meeting
20. The minutes of the 11 October 2012 meeting were confirmed as a true and accurate record of the discussion and approved for publication on NEAC’s website.
21. Next NEAC meeting 

22. The next NEAC meeting will be held on 5 February 2013 in Wellington.
Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………
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