National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

13 April 2010
Present

Lorna Dyall

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Robert Logan

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Robin Olds (present in afternoon)

Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robin Wray

Apologies
Michael Findlay
In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

Guest

Martin Wilkinson, University of Auckland

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the 9 February 2010 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 9 February 2010 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, with the correction of a typographical error in paragraph 4.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

4. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on his work on the Committee’s behalf on NEAC’s key relationships and work programme.  

Members
The Committee briefly discussed current changes in health policy organisations.  

The Committee noted the inclusion of a record of remarks made by Jonathan Boston at the February 2010 NEAC meeting.  The Committee reflected on Jonathan Boston’s address.

The Committee noted an article tabled by a member on Māori and mental health services.  The Committee discussed issues raised by the article.

The Committee received verbal updates on its Advance Care Planning Project and Harm and Industrial Action Project.

5. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the February 2010 meeting.  

6. Martin Wilkinson – ethics policy

Martin Wilkinson, University of Auckland, gave his impressions of his Bioethics Council experience: being an ethics adviser to government, meeting the expectation of ‘dialogue’, and strengths and weaknesses of the ways of working used by the Council.

7. Health Committee Inquiry

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on the Health Committee Inquiry ‘Improving New Zealand’s Environment to Support Innovation through Clinical Trials’.  The Committee discussed issues arising from its work related to the Health Committee Inquiry.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair, finalise NEAC’s work on clinical trials.

8. Changes in health policy organisations

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC on changes in health policy organisations.

9. Māori research ethics

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on Māori research ethics and noted the attached draft of ‘Māori Research Ethics: An Overview’.  The Committee discussed the draft paper, including acknowledging those who have carried out substantial work in this area.

The Committee received an update on the publication and release of Te Ara Tika by the Health Research Council.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair, finalise the document after peer review.

10. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 8 June 2010.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………...
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