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Present

Lorna Dyall

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Robert Logan

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Robin Olds

Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robin Wray

Apologies
Michael Findlay
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
In attendance

Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

Barbara Nicholas, contractor – Agenda item – End-of-life care

Rohan Murphy, contractor – Agenda item - NEAC comment on draft ACART work

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

The Chair acknowledged the valuable contributions made by members whose terms expired since the last NEAC meeting: John Hinchcliff, Barbara Holland and Te Kani Kingi. 

Agreed:

· that the Chair contact the former members whose terms expired since the last NEAC meeting, to thank them on the Committee’s behalf.

New members, Lorna Dyall, Jacob Te Kurapa and Robin Wray, were welcomed to the Committee and members introduced themselves.

A member questioned what sort of ethical framework NEAC uses to address issues and formulate its policy advice.  Committee discussion revealed that NEAC’s past projects and policy advice have drawn on a range of values, both process-based and content-based, that key sources include the legislation that establishes NEAC and NEAC’s Terms of Reference, and that NEAC’s work has generated values frameworks appropriate to particular projects.  

Agreed:

· that the Secretariat prepare a report summarising the values frameworks that have been used in past NEAC work.

2. Minutes of the June 2009 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 9 June 2009 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

The Committee was advised that work on NEAC’s Māori research ethics resource document continues.

4. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the June 2009 meeting.  This includes a Ministerial request for NEAC advice on ACART’s draft Guidelines on PGD with HLA Tissue Typing.

5. Reports

Members

HRC update

Robin Olds, HRC nominee, updated the Committee on HRC work relevant to NEAC.  In particular, it was noted that the new appeals process for ethical review is in the process of being finalised.  Implementation of the new appeals process will require a change to NEAC’s Terms of Reference. 

Other

A member enquired about professional development opportunities for Committee members.

Agreed:

· that the Secretariat prepare a report highlighting relevant courses and conferences that may be of interest to members.

Chair
The Chair reported on his meeting with Ministry staff to explore options for promoting the messages included in NEAC’s work on ethical values for a pandemic.  It was agreed that NEAC’s pandemic work will be put on the Ministry of Health’s website.

The Committee noted the ‘Report to NEAC: Retention and Use of Guthrie Cards’ and agreed a record of comments expressed by members on NEAC’s proposed advice to the Minister of Health on this matter.

The Committee noted the NEAC report to the Minister on the ‘Publication of NEAC’s Ethical Guidelines for Intervention Studies’.  The report seeks the Minister’s agreement for NEAC to publish the Guidelines and highlights further work on intervention studies that may be needed in the area of compensation for injury.

6. End-of-life care

Barbara Nicholas reported on current activity in the health sector relevant to NEAC’s potential project on end-of-life care.

The Committee discussed options for a NEAC project on end-of-life care.

Agreed:

· that NEAC should seek the Minister’s agreement for it to carry out a project on end-of-life care

· that NEAC’s project should focus on the area of advance care planning, drawing on existing research and resources, to develop a distinctively New Zealand patient-centred resource (or resources) to help patients and families think about and address their wishes.

7. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.
8. NEAC comment on draft ACART work

The Committee was briefed on the Minister’s recent request for NEAC comment on ACART’s draft ‘Guidelines on the use of pre-implantation genetic diagnosis with human leukocyte antigen (HLA) tissue typing’.  The Committee discussed this request, and considered a draft analysis of ACART’s work on this matter. 

Paper tabled:

Letter from the Minister of Health to the ACART Chair advising his intention to seek NEAC advice on ACART’s draft Guidelines.
Agreed:
· that the draft analysis of ACART’s work be revised to incorporate members’ feedback

· that the draft analysis be sent to ACART for comment

· that the revised analysis be finalised by the Chair and Secretariat and sent to the Minister with a covering report that summarises the key issues.
9. ‘Do no harm’ and industrial action

The Committee discussed NEAC’s past work on ‘do no harm’ and industrial action and whether to do further work in this area.

Agreed:

· that NEAC should seek the Minister’s agreement for it to do substantial further work on this project.

10. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 13 October 2009.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………...
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