National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

9 June 2009
Present

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Barbara Holland
Te Kani Kingi
Robert Logan

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Apologies
Michael Findlay
Andrew Hall

John Hinchcliff

Robin Olds

In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
Barbara Nicholas, NEAC Secretariat (contract)
Deborah Roche, Deputy Director General Health and Disability Systems Strategy Directorate, Ministry of Health

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the March 2009 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 10 March 2009 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

The Chair updated the Committee about NEAC’s Intervention Studies Guidelines. Minor refinements are being made to provisions surrounding study monitoring and there is to be a meeting with Ministry of Health staff to discuss the final Guidelines.  The Guidelines will then be sent to the Minister of Health with a report from NEAC recommending that they be published.
4. Reports

Chair
The Chair reported on his attendance at the ‘Meeting with Chairs – Ministry of Health Ministerial Committees’, 5 June 2009.  Chairs provided an update of key activities and items of interest, discussed a revised draft memorandum of understanding with the Ministry of Health, and discussed government priorities.

The Chair advised the Committee that the Minister has received and noted NEAC’s advice on the ‘Retention and use of Guthrie Cards’ (28 May 2009).  The Chair thanked members for their timely responses in order to finalise NEAC’s proposed advice.  It was agreed that the range of members’ views on this issue be recorded separately and be tabled at NEAC’s next meeting.

Members
Te Kani Kingi updated the Committee on NEAC’s Māori research ethics resource document.  

5. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.
6. End-of-life decision making

The ‘Report to NEAC: Potential end-of-life decision making project’ was presented to the Committee.  The purpose of the report is to clarify the scope and focus of a potential project on end-of-life decision making.  The Committee noted the background and update on this work and discussed ways of approaching the project.
Agreed:

· That the Committee is presented with a further report incorporating feedback from meeting discussion and proposing options for next steps in developing this project work.

7. Deborah Roche, DDG, Ministry of Health

Deborah Roche, Deputy Director-General of the Ministry’s Health and Disability Systems Strategy Directorate, met with the Committee to discuss the current health system context and policy directions that may impact on NEAC work, the priorities of the Minister of Health, and the work priorities of the Ministry of Health.  

8. Pandemic planning

The Committee discussed whether NEAC should take any further steps to promote use of its work on ethical values for a pandemic. 

Agreed:

· That the Chair meet with Ministry of Health staff to explore options for promoting the messages included in NEAC’s work on ethical values for a pandemic.

9. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the November 2008 meeting.  This includes a NEAC submission to the Health Research Council on the proposed new process for ethical review and a letter to Helen Colebrook, Chair of the Health and Disability Ethics Committees Chairpersons’ Group, regarding the Group’s request for further guidance from NEAC on locality assessment.
10. NEAC work programme

NEAC discussed its current work programme and options for future projects.

Agreed:

· That a report to NEAC exploring possible development of NEAC’s work on “do-no-harm” and industrial action be included in the meeting papers for the August NEAC meeting.
11. Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was proposed for Tuesday 11 August 2009.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………...
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