
National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

Tuesday 11 December 2007
Present
Michael Ardagh
Barbara Beckford
Dale Bramley
Michael Findlay

John Hinchcliff
Te Kani Kingi 
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair) (first part of meeting)
Joanna Manning
Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul
Martin Sullivan

Apologies

Elisabeth Harding 

In attendance
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Gabrielle McDonald, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
Robin Olds, Chief Executive Health Research Council (part of meeting)
Victoria Hinson (governance framework item)

1. Welcome and Introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Farewell to members leaving NEAC
The Committee farewelled and acknowledged the major contributions of six members whose terms on NEAC expired in December 2007.  These members were Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair), Charlotte Paul, Dale Bramley, Martin Sullivan, Michael Ardagh and Elisabeth Harding.  

3. Robin Olds, Chief Executive, Health Research Council

Robin Olds, Chief Executive of the Health Research Council, spoke with the Committee about the role of the Health Research Council (HRC) and areas of the HRC’s work directly relevant to NEAC’s work.  

4. Minutes of the October 2007 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 9 October 2007 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.  

5. Matters arising from the minutes
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the October 2007 meeting.

6. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on developments since the October 2007 meeting.

7. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the October 2007 NEAC meeting.  

8. Governance Framework

The Committee received an update on the governance framework project and considered the draft Governance Framework discussion document.  This included discussing key issues to explore further in the discussion document, identifying appropriate points in the document for raising questions or proposing options, and identifying further work to reference in the discussion document.

Agreed:
· That the Chair approves the discussion document for publication, following the revisions indicated above.

9. Māori Research Ethics

The Committee received an update on the Māori Research Ethics Project from the NEAC Māori Research Ethics working group, which had a conference call in November to discuss and agree the next steps in the project.  The Secretariat is currently developing the existing issues paper into a discussion document, with input from the working group. 

10. Intervention Studies

The Committee noted the project update provided.  The draft discussion document and draft guidelines are being peer reviewed and comments have been sought from selected stakeholders.
Agreed:
· That the Chair and NEAC working group approve the discussion document for publication.

13.
Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was proposed for Tuesday 12 March 2007, due to the pending appointment of new committee members.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair……………………………………….

Date…………………………………………
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