National Advisory Committee on Health and Disability Support Services Ethics (NEAC)

Confirmed minutes of the Meeting held on 14 December 2004 at the Westpac Trust Stadium, Wellington

Present: 

Michael Ardagh

Dale Bramley

Anne Bray

Fiona Cram

Philippa Cunningham

Alison Kirkman (Deputy Chair) 

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul 

Martin Sullivan

Mele Tuilotolava 

In attendance:
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Annabel Begg, NEAC Secretariat

Rachel Robson, Contractor to NEAC

Vanessa Waldron, NEAC Secretariat

Tabled papers:

Letter from the Minister of Health, 7 December 2004: Guidance on Locality Assessment 

Letter from the Minister of Health, 7 December 2004: Changes to NEAC's Terms of Reference. 

Draft Third Annual Report to the Minister of Health 2004 

Agenda Item 1: Welcome

The Chair welcomed Committee and Secretariat members to the meeting and outlined the Agenda. 

Agenda Item 2: Chair's Report 

Andrew Moore presented a written Chair's Report noting in particular the meeting of the NEAC Chair and Deputy-Chair with the Minister of Health on 6 December 2004. The purpose of that meeting was to discuss the future direction of the Committee's advisory work, and to update the Minister on NEAC's project work and background work. The Minister confirmed the Committee's proposed strategic direction. In the light of this, the Committee discussed its current projects and background work. 

Agreed: 

NEAC will progress its work on Booking Systems so that it can present any advice to the Minister of Health before June 2005.

The Chair read out a memo from the Ministry of Health concerning the NEAC appointments process. It stated that Cabinet and Caucus had confirmed the Minister's decisions on appointments, and that appointed members should expect to receive notification by mail in the very near future. 

Agenda Item 3: Members' Reports

Anne Bray, lead person for NEAC's working group on Disability, outlined the group's intentions for 2005. 

Charlotte Paul reported on an upcoming Symposium on Public Health Law to be held on 21 and 22 April 2005 at the Auckland School of Population Health. 

Agenda Item 4: Minutes of the November Meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 9 November 2004 were confirmed subject to minor corrections.

Matters Arising

The status of any Ministry review of the Operational Standard for Ethics Committees was discussed. Interest was expressed in NEAC's playing a peer review role, if the review goes beyond updating to reflect the new ethics committee review system. 

If any review of the National Application Form for Ethical Approval of a Research Project goes beyond updating to reflect the new ethics committee system, it was noted that NEAC should play a role. One option, for example, would be for there to be a different form for intervention studies than for observational studies. 

Agreed 

in its recommendations to the Minister regarding observational studies, NEAC will address any related issues concerning the Operational Standard and the National Application Form. 

Agenda Item 5: Māori Framework for Ethical Review of Health and Disability Research
Fiona Cram, lead person for NEAC's Māori Framework Working Group, updated members on the last working group meeting, held in Wellington on 2 December 2004. One main purpose of the NEAC meeting was to consider a draft Project Plan for the Māori Health Research Ethics Framework. 

Rachel Robson presented this plan to the meeting, highlighting the way it would involve processes and discussions, initially between NEAC, the Health Research Council and Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga. These discussions would occur in parallel to pieces of concrete work being completed such as a contracted stocktake and review of New Zealand and international literature on Māori and indigenous research ethics. 

Agreed 

· the proposed project plan, with some minor changes. 

Agreed 

· the next step will be to write to the Health Research Council and Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga to invite them to meet for initial consultation at the end of January 2005. 

Members discussed ways in which their understanding of Mäori research ethics issues could be advanced in 2005. 

Agreed 

· to return to these conversations at NEAC's first meeting for 2005. 

Agenda Item 6: In-Committee
There was a brief in-committee session. 

Agenda Item 7: Correspondence 
The list of correspondence was noted. 

The Committee noted and discussed the Minister of Health's 7 December 2004 letter enclosing NEAC's new Terms of Reference. These specify the NEAC Sub-committee on Appeals (SCA) that the Minister is to establish, and ask for NEAC's advice as to the membership of the SCA as soon as possible. 

Agreed 

NEAC's first 2005 meeting will discuss its process to advise the Minister on appointment of NEAC members to its SCA, on the assumption that NEAC's own full membership will by then have been confirmed. 

Agenda Item 8: Annual Report 2004
Members considered a draft of the Committee's 2004 Annual Report to the Minister of Health. 

Agreed 

· after re-drafting by the Chair and Secretariat to address the Committee's comments, the Annual Report 2004 will be submitted to the Minister on the Committee's behalf. 

Agenda Item 9: Intervention Studies
Members considered a first draft of a project plan for the Intervention Studies and Innovative Practice project.
Agreed 

· members will direct their feedback to Annabel Begg, especially concerning key stakeholders, and concerning the intervention studies / innovative practice link. 

The Chair thanked the members and Secretariat for their fine work during 2004. The Deputy-Chair warmly thanked the Chair for his work during 2004. 

The meeting closed at 1pm.

