
National Ethics Advisory Committee meeting minutes

8 June 2010
Present

Lorna Dyall

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Robert Logan

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Robin Olds 

Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robin Wray

Apologies
Michael Findlay
In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

Guests
Allison Kirkman, past NEAC Deputy Chair (Chair’s Farewell)

Andrew Holmes, Principal Clinical Adviser, Ministry of Health (Chair’s Farewell)

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the 13 April 2010 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 13 April 2010 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.  

3. Matters arising from the minutes

Members discussed the level of detail contained in meeting minutes.  Some members supported including more detail in the meeting minutes and other members were happy with the current level of detail.

Agreed:

· That where possible a record of contributions from guest speakers be secured.

4. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on his work on the Committee’s behalf on NEAC’s key relationships and work programme: clinical trials work, Māori research ethics, and harm and industrial action.  The Secretariat lead reported on the appointments process.

Members
The Committee received an update on the work of the Health Research Council.

A member reported on a paper being prepared for a medico-legal conference on open disclosure.

5. Correspondence

The Committee noted a report on correspondence sent and received since the April 2010 meeting.  

6. Clinical trials

The Committee noted the draft paper titled ‘NEAC Analysis – Clinical Trials’.  The Committee discussed the draft and the key changes made since the last meeting.  The Committee agreed final revisions.

The Committee noted a tabled draft summary of submissions received by the Health Committee Inquiry into Improving New Zealand’s Environment to Support Innovation through Clinical Trials, compiled by the NEAC Secretariat.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair, finalise and send to the Minister NEAC’s work on clinical trials.

7. Advance care planning

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC on Advance Care Planning and a draft ‘Analysis of advance care planning resources available in New Zealand and internationally’.  The Committee discussed issues raised by these documents, including the sort of contribution NEAC can make in this area.

8. Annual Report 2009

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on its Annual Report 2009.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat receive comments from members by email and finalise the Annual Report in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair. 

9. Farewell for NEAC Chair

The Committee acknowledged the work of NEAC Chair, Andrew Moore, whose term as foundation chair of NEAC was about to end after 9 years of service.  Allison Kirkman, past NEAC Deputy Chair, spoke about the achievements of NEAC over this period and acknowledged the strength of Andrew’s leadership, which has been fundamental to the success of the Committee.  

Andrew Holmes, Principal Clinical Advisor, Ministry of Health, spoke about his experience of working with Andrew in the health sector.  Joanna Manning, NEAC member, thanked Andrew on behalf of the current Committee.  Andrew Moore reflected on his time as NEAC Chair and finished the meeting with a song about cloning called ‘Mary, Mary, Mary’.  

10. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 10 August 2010.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………...
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