National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

9 February 2010
Present

Lorna Dyall

Andrew Hall

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Robin Olds

Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robin Wray

Apologies
Michael Findlay
Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Robert Logan

In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

Guests
Jonathan Boston, Victoria University of Wellington

Tracey McIntosh, University of Auckland

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the 8 December 2009 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 8 December 2009 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, with the correction of a typographical error in paragraph 5.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
4. Jonathan Boston

Professor Jonathan Boston, Victoria University, spoke to the Committee about the ethical foundations of public policy.  The Institute of Policy Studies hosted a conference on this theme in December 2009.  Professor Boston shared insights from this conference and reflections on the place of ethics in policy.

5. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the December 2009 meeting.  

6. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on his work on the Committee’s behalf on NEAC’s key relationships and work programme.  

Members
The members who attended the Bioethics Conference, Ethics After Harm, in Dunedin in January 2010 reported on the conference.
A member reported on the publication of Joanna Manning (ed.), The Cartwright Papers and thanked NEAC for its support of the conference on which this book was based.  NEAC welcomed publication of this important book.
There was discussion of issues raised by the 1996 Mason Inquiry into mental health.

Robin Olds, HRC nominee, updated the Committee on HRC work relevant to NEAC.  In particular, it was noted that a simpler system for the annual reporting and re-approval of health and disability ethics committees and institutional ethics committees is being introduced.  
7. Harm and industrial action

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on Harm and Industrial Action and discussed the project’s planned scope, focus and process.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat and Chair have further discussions with key parties in the sector about how best to proceed.

8. Terms of Reference

The Committee received a Report to NEAC about the proposed three-yearly review of the terms of reference and membership of ministerial committees.  This included the Ministry of Health’s proposed terms of reference template and the Secretariat’s comments to the Ministry on the proposed template.  The Committee discussed potential changes to NEAC’s terms of reference.

9. Māori Research Ethics

The Committee noted the Pūtaiora Writing Group’s draft Guidelines for Māori Research Ethics – “Te Ara Tika: A framework for researchers and ethics committee members”.  The Committee commended the writers on the work and discussed next steps, including the potential for sector consultation on the work.  NEAC noted that the Health Research Council is to decide the next steps. 

10. Advance care planning

The Committee received a Report to NEAC updating the Committee on developments in the advance care planning project.  

11. Tracey McIntosh

The Chair welcomed Tracey McIntosh, senior lecturer and researcher in sociology at the University of Auckland, to the meeting to speak about matters of death and dying.  

Tracey outlined the significant issues concerning death and dying in the context of our ‘death-denying’ culture.  Tracey emphasised the need for ongoing conversations at all stages of life in order to help people plan for potential or actual incapacitation, dying or death.

12. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 13 April 2010.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………...
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