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National Ethics Advisory Committee

Kahui Matatika o te Motu




National Ethics Advisory Committee meeting minutes

10 August 2010
Present

Lorna Dyall

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Joanna Manning
John McCall
Robin Olds 

Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robin Wray (Chair)

Apologies
Robert Logan

In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

Guests
Anne Pattillo, facilitator for the NEAC self-review session

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and introduced new member John McCall.  The Chair noted that Martin Wilkinson has also been appointed to the Committee but is on sabbatical until early next year.  Members introduced themselves.  The Chair outlined the agenda and welcomed Anne Pattillo, facilitator for the NEAC self-review session.  

2. NEAC self-review

Anne Pattillo facilitated a NEAC self-review session.  Key areas of discussion included the ways in which NEAC has worked well over the last year, identifying NEAC’s audience, areas of NEAC work requiring attention, and the development of NEAC’s work programme.  Notes from this session have been written up separately by the Secretariat.

Agreed:

· That the Committee report to the Minister early next year with any proposed new project.

· That members provide the Secretariat with any brief proposed projects, and that these proposals be included in November meeting papers for discussion.

· That the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair, compile a list of guest speakers on topics of interest to the Committee.

3. Minutes of the 8 June 2010 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 8 June 2010 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.  

4. Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

5. Reports

Chair’s Report

The Chair reported on his meeting with the Minister.  Part of this meeting was also attended by Barbara Burt, NEAC Team Leader.  The Committee noted the briefing to the Minister provided for this meeting.

A member asked about the relationships between the Minister of Health and the Associate Ministers of Health.  The Committee noted that the Associate Ministers of Health are Hon Dr Jonathan Coleman, Hon Peter Dunne and Hon Tariana Turia.  

The Committee received a report on meeting dates for the rest of the year and agreed to meet next on Tuesday 9 November as the Chair will be away for the October meeting date.  Lorna Dyall gave her apologies for the November meeting.  The final meeting for the year is scheduled for Tuesday 14 December.

Agreed:

· That NEAC meet on Tuesday 9 November 2010.

Members’ Reports

Health Research Council

The Committee received an update on the work of the Health Research Council, including the release of ‘Te Ara Tika’ and an update on the establishment of an appeals body.  

Te Ara Tika

‘Te Ara Tika: Guidelines for Māori research ethics: A framework for researchers and ethics committee members’ was launched at Hui Whakapiripiri.  This framework was produced by the Pūtaiora writing group, which was supported by a partnership between NEAC, the Health Research Council and Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga. 

The framework has been appended to the HRC’s ‘Guidelines for Researchers on Health Research Involving Māori’ and must be read in conjunction with these guidelines.  The document outlines a framework for addressing Māori ethical issues within the context of decision-making by ethics committee members, and will be useful for researchers, ethics committee members and those who engage in consultation or advice about Māori ethical issues.  It is intended to facilitate best practice in Māori research.  

It was noted that NEAC’s role in supporting the work that developed the framework is acknowledged in the document.  

Appeals body in the Ethics Committee system

The HRC has completed its work on the establishment of an appeals body in the ethics committee system.  The Ministry and the Minister also have roles in the establishment process.  The new appeals provision will be announced when all of the work has been completed.

Use of health data

The HRC has been doing work on data sharing and the secondary use of health data.  Significant issues in this area arise for both intervention studies and observational studies.  Issues of this sort also arise in scientific research more widely, and the Ministry of Research, Science and Technology (currently being re-named) also has an active interest in the area.  There is likely to be an opportunity for NEAC to contribute to the work in this area in due course.

6. Correspondence

The Committee noted a report on correspondence sent and received since the June 2010 meeting.  This includes the briefing to the Minister for the meeting with the NEAC Chair on 29 July 2010 and a letter from the Minister advising of new member appointments and the appointment of the Chair. 

7. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.

8. Advance care planning

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on Advance Care Planning.  The Committee noted work being carried out in the sector, including the Ministry/Hospice NZ consultation on two draft documents that have been developed for use in a palliative care setting, and the formation of a National Advance Care Planning Cooperative (ACP Cooperative).  

The Committee noted and discussed the substantial work underway in the sector and considered options for how it might contribute its own work in this area.

Two options for potential NEAC contribution were identified.  One of these is that NEAC could host a conference to bring together those working in the area, assist this largely informal grouping to maintain its momentum, and to widen the range of participants from both New Zealand and internationally.  Another idea is for NEAC to seek to identify and articulate the principles under which a good system of advance care planning would operate.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat seek further information about the various ACP Cooperative Task Teams and forthcoming meetings.

· That a NEAC Advance Care Planning focus group be formed and prepare to participate in the next meeting of the ACP Cooperative, as appropriate.

9. Project updates

Harm and industrial action

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on ‘Harm and industrial action’ and discussed the scope, focus and process of this project.  

Māori research ethics

The Committee received a verbal update from the Secretariat on NEAC’s Māori Research Ethics project.  NEAC’s paper ‘Māori Research Ethics: An Overview’ is being peer reviewed before being finalised for presenting to the Minister.  

The Committee discussed whether this work, and work such as ‘Te Ara Tika’, should be translated into Te Reo.  The Secretariat will look further at this and report back.

10. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 9 November 2010.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………...
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