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Present

Lorna Dyall

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Robert Logan

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robin Wray

Apologies
Michael Findlay
Robin Olds

In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

Guest

Ron Paterson, Health and Disability Commissioner

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the October 2009 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 13 October 2009 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, with the correction of a typographical error in paragraph 10.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

The Committee discussed the status of the two Māori research ethics work streams: NEAC’s resource document and Pū Tai Ora’s framework document.  

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat make enquiries about consultation with Māori in the development of the Ministry of Health’s work on the retention and use of Guthrie Cards.

· That the Committee review Pū Tai Ora’s framework at a forthcoming NEAC meeting.

4. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence received since the October 2009 meeting.  This includes NEAC’s Committee Report to the Minister of Health, ‘Meeting with National Ethics Advisory Committee’.  
5. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on a successful meeting with the Minister of Health.  The Minister has agreed to NEAC conduct of a project on advance care planning and a project on harm and industrial action.  
The Chair also reported on developments in other sector relationships, including attendance at an ACART meeting to discuss policy work on tissue-typing, a meeting with Ministry staff concerning clinical trials and a conversation with the Health and Disability Commissioner about NEAC and HDC matters.

The Committee discussed issues for professional bodies and unions concerning harm and industrial action.
Members

The NEAC Deputy Chair reported on a meeting he and the NEAC Chair had with a clinician who is interested in setting up a network of clinical ethics committees.

Agreed:

· That a clinician member of NEAC, supported by NEAC Secretariat, attend a NEAC hosted meeting of key parties with an interest in clinical ethics.
6. Intervention studies

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on NEAC’s Intervention Studies Guidelines.  The NEAC Chair reported that the chairs of health and disability ethics committees are already finding the Guidelines useful.  For example, the Guidelines have generated conversations about how best to deal with serious adverse events.  The Committee agreed to seek opportunities to promote the Guidelines.

The Chair made special acknowledgment of past and present Committee members who worked on NEAC’s Ethical Guidelines for Intervention Studies: Charlotte Paul, Mike Ardagh, Mike Findlay and Joanna Manning; and the significant work carried out by public health medicine registrars on this project, especially Gabrielle MacDonald.  

7. Advance care planning

The Committee noted but did not discuss the Report to NEAC on Advance Care Planning.  

8. Harm and industrial action

The Committee noted but did not discuss the Report to NEAC on Harm and Industrial Action.  

9. Ron Paterson, Health and Disability Commissioner

The Chair welcomed Ron Paterson to the meeting and congratulated him on his appointment to a Chair of Law at Auckland University.

The Committee heard the Commissioner’s thoughts on current issues related to advance care planning and harm and industrial action, and matters of common NEAC-HDC interest more generally.

The Committee discussed issues the Commissioner sees as becoming more important in the future.

10. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 9 February 2010.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………...
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