
National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

Tuesday 14 August 2007
Present
Michael Ardagh
Barbara Beckford
Dale Bramley
Michael Findlay

Elisabeth Harding 

Te Kani Kingi 
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning
Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul
Martin Sullivan

Apologies

John Hinchcliff
In attendance
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Gabrielle McDonald, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
1. Welcome and Introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

The Chair welcomed Gabrielle McDonald to the Committee.  Gabrielle is a Public Health Medicine Registrar working in the NEAC secretariat and based in Dunedin.  Gabrielle will work predominately on the Intervention Studies Project.

2. Minutes of the May 2007 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 8 May 2007 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, subject to a minor change on page two.  

3. Matters arising from the minutes
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the May 2007 meeting.

4. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on developments since the May 2007 meeting, including sector relationships, NEAC membership matters, life preserving services and ‘do no harm’, pandemic planning, observational studies, Māori research ethics, ethics committee appeals provision, governance framework and intervention studies.

Members
The Committee received an update on the work of the Health Research Council Ethics Committee.

The Committee received an update on the Social Services Select Committee “Inquiry into the quality and care of services provision for disabled people and how they might be improved”.  

Tabled:
· A NEAC member’s submission to the Social Services’ Select Committee Inquiry

· A NEAC member’s follow-up memo to the Social Services’ Select Committee 

A member informed the Committee about a recent national conference on Law and Privacy.
5. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.

6. NEAC membership 

The Committee noted that the terms of a substantial portion of the membership, including the Chair and Deputy Chair, will expire at the end of 2007.  The Ministry is currently conducting the nominations process on behalf of the Minister.  The Committee discussed how to ensure a smooth transition process and work programme continuity.

7. Annual Report 2006
The Committee noted the draft 2006 Annual Report and discussed the new style of NEAC annual reporting.  

Agreed:
That the Chair and Secretariat will finalise the 2006 Annual Report, taking into account any further member comment.  

8. Intervention Studies

The Committee considered an updated project plan and discussed the project approach.

The Committee discussed issues highlighted in the project, and a proposed structure of the discussion document. 
Agreed:
An updated project plan, and a structure for the discussion document.
9. Māori Research Ethics

The Committee discussed the Māori Research Ethics project.  A positive and productive meeting was held by nominees of NEAC, Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga and the Health Research Council in June.  The role of NEAC in this work was discussed.  

Agreed:

That the Māori Research Ethics working group should seek to confirm the draft project plan with the partner organisations.

10. Governance Framework

It was noted that an update on this project and an outline of the issues to be included in a discussion document would be considered at the October NEAC meeting.

11. Report to NEAC – Pandemic ethics

The Committee noted that NEAC’s pandemic work, Getting Through Together, was launched on 4 July 2007.   It was noted that the document was well presented.  The secretariat was thanked for its excellent work in this project.  The Chair is to talk with the Ministry of Health about updating the NEAC material in the NZ Influenza Pandemic Action Plan.

12. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the May 2007 NEAC meeting.  

The Committee considered a request for sponsorship for the Global Forum on Bioethics being hosted by the Health Research Council in February 2008.  The focus of the forum on the ethics of indigenous peoples and cultural responsibility in research is particularly relevant to NEAC work on Māori research ethics.

Agreed:

It was agreed to provide sponsorship for the Global Forum on Bioethics.

13. Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 9 October 2007.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair……………………………………….

Date…………………………………………
PAGE  
1
NEAC meeting minutes – 14 August 2007


