National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

Tuesday 13 March 2007
Present
Barbara Beckford
Michael Findlay

John Hinchcliff
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

Apologies
Michael Ardagh
Dale Bramley
Elisabeth Harding 

Te Kani Kingi 
In attendance
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
1. Welcome and Introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and introduced and welcomed new member Michael Findlay.  The Chair outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the December 2006 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 12 December 2006 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, subject to minor corrections on pages 2 and 4.  

3. Matters arising from the minutes
A member inquired about the status of Archive New Zealand’s consultation on the District Health Boards’ draft General Disposal Authority (GDA).  The Secretariat will check whether the draft GDA has been finalised.
4. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on developments since the December 2006 meeting, including: NEAC’s relationship with the Minister; sector relationships; the appointment of Mike Findlay as NEAC’s new ‘health researcher’ member; preparation of NEAC’s pandemic document for publication; launch of the Observational Studies Guidelines; drafting of a Māori framework issues paper; follow-up work on the release of NEAC’s elective services advice; and revisions to the Governance Framework Project.

Members
An e-mail to NEAC was tabled from the Chair of the Health Research Council Ethics Committee (HRCEC) on items of shared interest, including:  

· NEAC’s work on intervention studies.

· Work of the partner organisations on the Māori Framework Project.

· Establishment of an appeals process in the ethics committee review system.

Tabled: NEAC’s letter to the HRCEC Chair on establishment of an appeals provision.

Ethical issues were discussed concerning the introduction of, and access to, new technologies, especially in screening services.  The relevance of recent National Health Committee work and the Ministry of Health’s ‘SPNIA’ (Service Planning and New Intervention Assessment) framework was noted. 

A well-attended presentation was given on NEAC’s work on observational studies at Otago University.

Cancer Trials NZ ran a symposium in Auckland on 16 February 2007, with the aim of developing a position statement on the role of clinical trials research in cancer control and patient care.  

Secretariat

An update was given on the current self-review being conducted by the Ministry of Health.  It was noted that this has significance for NEAC’s relations with the Ministry, and for the Secretariat’s placement within the Ministry.

Updates were given on preparation of NEAC’s 2006 Annual Report, changes to the NEAC website, and attendance at meetings, conferences and presentations.  

5. Report to NEAC: Governance Framework

The Committee received an update and revised project plan on the Governance Framework project on ‘who is responsible for what’ in research ethics.  The revised plan streamlines the project process and updates the timeline.

The Committee:

· identified further potential areas of responsibility to address 

· discussed the framework scope

· identified some key informants to involve

Agreed

To receive a further update at a later NEAC meeting.  

The revised project plan, with further amendment as outlined above.

6. Report to NEAC: Observational Studies Guidelines

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC on observational studies guidelines.

The Chair acknowledged the Committee’s and Secretariat’s work resulting in the implementation in the sector of new ethical guidelines for observational studies.

Charlotte Paul presented the talk on observational studies that she gave at Otago University.  

7. Report to NEAC: Elective services
The Committee noted the Report to NEAC on elective services.

Agreed
That the proposed draft statement on NEAC’s advice on elective services be finalised by the Chair and put on NEAC’s website and used in NEAC’s 2006 annual report.

8. Report to NEAC: ‘Do no harm’ and ‘life-preserving services’

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC on ‘do no harm’ and ‘life preserving services’.

The Committee discussed a draft paper outlining NEAC’s preliminary thinking on the issues.

The Chair will meet with Ministry officials to discuss the sector context for this work.  NEAC’s paper will then be sent to those conducting a stocktake in this area. 

9. Project updates

Brief verbal updates were given on NEAC’s work on:

· Ethical values for a pandemic – the publication of Getting Through Together
· Māori Framework for Health and Disability Research Ethics

· The research and related use of tissue from fetuses and stillborn babies

· Intervention studies and innovative practice.

10. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the December 2006 NEAC meeting.  

It was noted that an addition was needed to the list of correspondence sent.

11. Ministry of Health review of Ethics Committee operation

Andrea Forde, a Senior Adviser at the Ministry of Health, attended the meeting to inform the Committee about the review the Ministry is carrying out on the operation of the health and disability ethics committee system in New Zealand.  Andrea covered the purpose, timing, scope and process for carrying out the review.

Andrea was invited to attend another NEAC meeting to update the Committee on this review.

The Committee agreed to make a submission to the Ministry as part of its review.

12. Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 8 May 2007.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair……………………………………….

Date…………………………………………
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