National Advisory Committee on Health and Disability Support Services Ethics (NEAC)

Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 November 2005 at Ministry of Health, Wellington
Present:

Michael Ardagh

Barbara Beckford

Dale Bramley

Elisabeth Harding

Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Jo Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

Apologies:

Anne Bray

John Hinchcliff

In attendance:

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Tanith Robb, NEAC Secretariat 

Saskia Patton, Analyst, Ministry of Health (part of meeting)

Martin Davis, Advisor, Ministry of Health (part of meeting)

Monika Clark-Grill, PITAG Ethicist (part of meeting)

1.
 Welcome and Introductions

The Chair welcomed Committee and Secretariat members to the meeting and outlined the agenda and meeting objectives.
2.
Minutes of the September 2005 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 13 September 2005 were confirmed subject to a minor amendment.

3.
Project Updates

NEAC SCA

The Chair updated the Committee on the progress of the appointment of the NEAC Sub-Committee on Appeals (SCA).  The Chair informed the Committee that the secretariat was undertaking further work on the establishment of the SCA.  There was discussion of the authority of the SCA.

Maori Framework

The Maori framework working group updated the Committee on the progress of the Maori Framework Stocktake, and noted that a teleconference is scheduled to be held on 14 November 2005 with the contractors.

The working group is liasing with the Health Research Council and Nga Pae o te Maramatanga about the hui they are hosting in the next month.

Observational Studies

The Chair informed the Committee that the NEAC Observational Studies Report was sent to the Minister in July.  The Chair noted that he has recently talked informally to the Chairs of health and disability ethics committees and staff of the Health Research Council to discuss aspects of the proposed Observational Studies Guidelines.

Bioethics Conference

At the September NEAC meeting it was agreed to provide sponsorhip to the New Zealand Bioethics Conference 2006, to be convened in Dunedin from 10-12 February 2006 by the Bioethics Centre of the University of Otago.  The details of this were to be worked out by the Chair and conference organizers.
The Chair informed the Committee that it has been agreed that NEAC will sponsor Professor Terry Stacy to give a presentation at the Conference.  Professor Stacey has just retired from his role as Director of the Central Office for Research Ethics Committees in the United Kingdom.

Prof Stacey played a lead role in the recent major development of the system of ethics committee review in the United Kingdom, has high-level experience of both policy issues and operational matters of research ethics at national and international levels, and is a highly regarded conference speaker. His contribution will be directly relevant to NEAC’s work programme in several areas, and also be of wider interest in the sector.

The possibility was raised that NEAC could hold its February meeting in Dunedin at the same time as the conference.  February 9th or 13th were suggested as possible meeting dates.  It was agreed that the Secretariat would follow up with individual members on their availability.

Resources

The Secretariat updated the Committee about new appointments to the NEAC Secretariat.

4.
Pandemic Planning Project

Three officials from the Ministry attended NEAC’s meeting to present to the Committee and answer any questions.  Saskia Patton presented an overview of the Ministry’s Pandemic Planning Project and Martin Davis provided background on the Ministry’s draft interim antiviral policy.

At end of the presentation session with NEAC, the Ministry representatives asked NEAC to review the Ministry anti-viral policy and provide feedback on the policy as a whole:

· Does it adequately address ethical issues?

· If not, what aspects does NEAC consider requires further work?

· What could the Ministry do to address these issues?

NEAC members discussed the information presented by the Ministry and agreed in broad terms the content of the response to the Ministry.  These notes are recorded separately.

Agreed

The secretariat draft a response to the Ministry and send the draft letter to Andrew Moore, Mike Ardagh, Dale Bramley and Allison Kirkman.  Comments from these members will be incorporated and the letter finalised by the Chair.

5.
Booking Systems for Elective Services

A draft report on the booking systems background work was discussed by the Committee.

There was broad agreement with the overall structure of the report.  However, it was agreed that further work was required to develop the report.  The working group will progress this work.  NEAC members acknowledged the work of the booking systems working group. 

6.
Chair’s Report and Members’ Reports

The Committee noted the Chair’s report in the agenda papers.

The Committee discussed the upcoming Biotech Conference in Wellington.  It was agreed in principle that a NEAC member would attend the conference, with Committee support.

Elisabeth Harding updated the Committee about the work of the HRCEC.

7.        Ministry of Health update of the Operational Standard

The Committee had a brief discussion about the Ministry of Health update of the Operational Standard for Ethics Committees.  

Agreed

That Committee members would send comments on the update to the Secretariat by 22 November 2005, the Secretariat would draft a letter of response to the Ministry based on these comments, and the Chair would finalise the letter on the Committee’s behalf.

8.
NEAC Briefing to the Minister of Health

A draft briefing to the Minister of Health was tabled.   The briefing provides an overview of the statutory function, strategic direction, and work of NEAC and seeks agreement of the Minister to NEAC’s involvement in the Ministry of Health’s Influenza Pandemic Planning Project.

Agreed

The draft briefing will be sent electronically to members and comments sent to the secretariat.  Member comments will be addressed and the Chair will finalise the briefing on the Committee’s behalf.

9.
Correspondence  

The list of correspondence sent and received was noted.

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record:

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………..
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