National Advisory Committee on Health and Disability Support Services Ethics (NEAC)
Confirmed minutes of the conference call of 29 June 2004

Present:

Michael Ardagh

Anne Bray

Fiona Cram

Philippa Cunningham

Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

Present: 

Barbara Burt, Senior Analyst, NEAC Secretariat 

Elizabeth Fenton, Analyst, NEAC Secretariat

Apologies: 
Dale Bramley

Mele Tuilotolava

Agenda Item 1: Welcome and Introduction

The Chair welcomed members and introduced the agenda for the meeting. It was noted that a list of NEAC's ongoing projects is included in meeting papers and discussion of these will be important business of the August 2004 NEAC meeting.

Agenda Item 2: Confirmation of the minutes of the NEAC meetings of 25 November/9 December 2003 and 9 March 2004

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 25 November/9 December 2003 and 9 March 2004 were confirmed by the Committee at the March 2004 and May 2004 NEAC meetings respectively. These minutes have been amended to reflect the decision made at the May 2004 NEAC meeting to depersonalise the minutes.

Agreed: 

The minutes of the meetings of 25 November/9 December 2003 and 9 March 2004 are re-confirmed with the proposed amendments. 

The revised minutes will now be posted on the NEAC website. 

Minutes of the May 2004 NEAC meeting will be sent to members as soon as possible. 

Agenda Item 3: Draft Project Plan for Locality Assessment

In December 2003 NEAC recommended to the Minister of Health that, as part of the review of national and multi-centre research, there be a 'locality assessment' for each region in which the research is to be conducted, assessing 'locality issues' only (suitability of any local researcher and of any local research environment and facilities; and specific issues relating to the local community). The key locality assessment question is, 'Given that this research would meet established ethical standards, is this particular locality and local researcher satisfactory?'

NEAC also recommended that it address the issue of appropriate guidance on locality assessment and locality issues, including for single centre studies, in its review of the Operational Standard.

The Minister of Health accepted NEAC's recommendations, and asked in her letter to the Committee that NEAC complete work on appropriate guidance on locality assessment and locality issues as a matter of urgency prior to its review of the Operational Standard, and to advise her of the date by which NEAC will provide this advice.

The Committee discussed the proposed project plan for this work, which will be used as the basis of a response from NEAC to the Minister, and the background document, which will be further developed for the August NEAC meeting.

Agreed:

Amendments will be made to the draft project plan to reflect Committee discussion, including the addition of universities and other tertiary institutions to the list of key stakeholders and host organisations, and the addition of mana whenua and tangata whenua as alternative research host bodies. 

The project plan will be used as a basis for the Chair to write to the Minister in response to her request for advice. 

The background document will be further developed and restructured around the key policy issues identified in the current project plan. 

Members are to send to the Secretariat any further suggestions regarding the development of the background document, including examples of research in which the identification of host organisations is not straightforward. 

Agenda Item 4: NEAC submission on Ministry of Health draft Terms of Reference for new Ethics Committees

The Committee discussed the draft NEAC submission to the Ministry of Health on the Terms of Reference for the six new Regional Ethics Committees and the new Multi-centre Ethics Committee.

Members raised additional points to be included in the submission.

Agreed: 

Secretariat will make changes and additions to the draft submission to reflect Committee discussion. 

The Chair will finalise and sign-off the submission before it is sent to the Ministry of Health. 

The submission will be included in August meeting papers. 

Agenda Item 5: Farewell and thanks to Elizabeth Fenton

The Chair formally thanked Elizabeth Fenton for her work in the NEAC secretariat. Elizabeth is leaving New Zealand to pursue graduate study in the United States.

The meeting closed at 4pm.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record:

…………………………………………………….. Chair

…………………………………………………….. Date

